
Chair of Unity Octave
The Chair of Unity Octave runs from the Feast of Saint Peter's Chair at Rome to 

the Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul.  Please read the history of this devotion below 
and the wonderful conversions it has brought.  Let us observe this octave most carefully 
and pray for true Catholic unity.  Say the prayer below, then say the prayer assigned for 
each day.  (Other prayers for Catholic unity are added at the end.)

V/ That they all may be one, as Thou, Father, in Me and I in Thee; that 
they also may be one in Us; that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. 
(John )xvii: 21.)

V/ I say unto thee, that thou art Peter; R.And upon this Rock I will build 
My Church.

V/ LORD Jesus Christ, Who saidst unto Thine apostles; Peace I leave 
with you, My peace I give unto you; regard not our sins, but the faith of Thy 
Church, and grant unto her that peace and unity which are agreeable to Thy will. 
Who livest and reignest God forever and ever. R/. Amen.

January 18
Prayer for the Reunion of Christendom
Let us Pray. O God, in thy mercy thou dost set aright those who have gone astray 

and thou dost save those whom thou hast gathered together. We beseech thee to pour 
down upon  all  Christian  people  the  grace  of  union  with  thee,  so  that  putting  aside 
disunion and attaching themselves to the true shepherd of thy Church, they may be able 
to serve thee humbly and lovingly. Through Christ our Lord. R. Amen.

January 19
Prayer for the Reunion of the East and West
Let us Pray. O Lord, who hast united all nations in the confession of Thy Name, 

we pray Thee for the dissident Christian peoples of the East. Mindful of the place they 
have held in Thy Church, we beg of Thee to inspire them to occupy it again, so as to form 
with us one single fold, under the guidance of one and the same Shepherd. Grant that 
they, together with ourselves, may be penetrated with the teaching of their holy doctors, 
who are also our Fathers in the Faith. Grant us that the spirit of peace and charity, the 
mark of Thy presence among the faithful, may hasten the day in which their prayers may 
be united with ours, so that every people and every tongue may acknowledge and glorify 
thy Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ. R. Amen.
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January 20
Prayer for the Conversion of England
Let us Pray. O Jesu, Good Shepherd, look down with favour upon the great and 

noble English nation. Converted to thee through the labours of St.  Augustine and his 
companions, it was for many centuries rich in fruits of faith and sanctity. So devoted was 
this nation to thy holy and immaculate Mother that it was known throughout Christendom 
as the Dowry of Mary. When it was separated from thee in cruel fashion, many hundreds 
of  its  people willingly shed their  blood in  testimony of their  loyalty  to  thee and thy 
Church. O loving Shepherd of souls, recall this great nation once more to the unity of thy 
Church, and grant peace of soul to all those now separated from thy flock. R. Amen.

January 21
Prayer for the Conversion of European Protestants
Let us Pray.
O most beloved Lord Jesus Christ, who hast redeemed the world at the price of 

thy most Precious Blood, look down in thy mercy upon the Christian peoples of Europe, 
who are still outside thy fold, and let the full light of thy truth shine upon them. Multiply, 
O God, the true messengers of thy Gospel, inspire them with fervor, make them fruitful in 
good works, and bless with thy grace their zeal and their labours, so that the separated 
Christians  of  Europe may be fully  converted  unto thee,  their  Creator  and  Redeemer. 
Recall  the strayed sheep to thy fold, and the wanderers to the bosom of thy one true 
Church. Hasten, O dearest Saviour, the happy advent of thy Kingdom on earth, draw all 
men to the treasures of thy Sacred Heart, so that all may share in the priceless benefits of 
thy Redemption and in the eternal happiness of Heaven.

R.  Amen.

January 22
Prayer for the Conversion of America
Let us Pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, grant unto all thy servants, but especially to the people of our 

own nation, the grace of being fully united with thee in Thy Church. O divine Redeemer, 
of whom the prophet sang "all the kings of the earth shall adore Him, and all the nations 
shall serve Him," extend thy Kingdom over the entire human race, but especially over our 
own beloved country. Grant in thy Mercy that the people of our land may be converted 
unto thee,  and humbly and lovingly serve thee.  This we ask,  O Saviour,  through the 
intercession of thine Immaculate Mother, the patroness and protéctor of our nation.

R.  Amen.
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January 23
Prayer for Lapsed Catholics
Let us Pray.  O Almighty Father, who desirest not the death of the sinner, but 

rather that he be converted and live, pour out upon us thy mercy and hear the prayers of 
thy servants.  Soften the hearts  of thy children who have strayed from the true paths, 
which thou didst establish for their salvation. They are now forgetful of their duties as 
Catholics,  and pursue only the transitory pleasures of the world. Grant that  they may 
speedily return to the practice of every Christian virtue, so that their lives may shine with 
the integrity of faith, the fervour of piety and the ardour of charity. Restore all of them to 
thy sacraments and to the life of thy grace, through the merits of the Most Precious Blood 
of thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. R. Amen.

January 24
Prayer for the Conversion of the Jews
Let us pray.
O God, who dost manifest thy mercy and compassion towards all peoples, have 

mercy upon the Jewish race, once thy chosen people. Thou didst select them alone out of 
all the nations of the world to be the custódians of thy sacred teachings. From them thou 
didst raise up prophets and patriarchs to announce the coming of the Redeemer. Thou 
didst  will  that  thine  only  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  Saviour  should  be  a  Jew 
according to the flesh, born of a Jewish maiden in the Land of Promise. Hear the prayers 
we offer thee today for the conversion of the Jewish people. Grant that they may soon 
come to a knowledge and love of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah foretold by their 
prophets, and that they may walk with us in the way of salvation.

R.  Amen.

January 25
Prayer for the Conversion of our Brethren
Let  us  Pray.   Eternal  God,  Creator  of  all  things,  remember  that  the  souls  of 

unbelievers  have been created by thee,  and formed to thine own image and likeness. 
Behold,  O  Lord,  how  to  thy  dishonour  hell  is  being  filled  with  these  same  souls. 
Remember, O God, that for their salvation thy Son Jesus Christ underwent a most cruel 
death. Permit not, O Lord, that thy divine Son be any longer despised by unbelievers; but 
be appeased by the prayers of the Saints and of the Church, the Spouse of thy most holy 
Son,  and  forgetting  their  idolatry  and  unbelief,  grant  that  they  may  at  last  come  to 
acknowledge thy Son Jesus Christ, who is our Salvation, Life and Resurrection, through 
whom we have been saved and redeemed; to whom be glory forever and ever. R. Amen.
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History of The Chair of Unity Octave 
On October 3, 1899, the eve of the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the Rev. Lewis 

Thomas  Wattson,  an Episcopal  clergyman  later  known as  the  Very Rev.  Paul  James 
Francis,  S.A.,  arrived  at  Graymoor,  N.Y.  to  establish  a  community  of  Episcopal 
Franciscans called the Friars of the Atonement. A year previously, Miss Lurana White, a 
devout young woman, had founded in the same place a community of Episcopal nuns 
known as the Sisters of the Atonement. 

For  ten  years  the  two communities  were  jointly  known as  the  Society  of  the 
Atonement and lived the monastic life as members of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
Looking about  him on a  largely irreligious  world,  Father  Paul  grieved most  because 
Christians seemed divided into warring sects and factions. He began to preach corporate 
reunion of the Episcopal Church with the Roman Catholic Church. Because of this he 
was banned from the pulpits of the Episcopal Church.

In his brown robe and sandals, Father Paul took his message to the streets and 
parks  of  New  York.  He  caused  quite  a  sensation.  Father  Paul  James  Francis  was 
determined to carry on a vigorous apostolate for the return of all separated Christians to 
communion with the Holy See. To further this aim, he inaugurated in 1908 the Chair of 
Unity Octave (Jan. 18-25).

One year  later,  the  members  of  the  Society  themselves  received  the  grace  of 
conversion,  and on October 30, 1909, they entered the Catholic  Church in a body.  It 
astonished no one when he took his own advice and brought his community with him into 
the  Catholic  Church.  With  the  blessing  of  Pope  St.  Pius  X,  they  were  permitted  to 
continue as a religious society in the Catholic Church and were commissioned to carry on 
the apostolate of Christian unity as their community aim.

The Chair of Unity Octave was also approved as a Catholic devotion by Pope 
Benedict  XV  in  an  Apostolic  Brief  in  1916.  In  1921,  at  their  annual  meeting  in 
Washington, the Catholic hierarchy of the United States unanimously adopted the Octave 
for all the dioceses in the country.

Under the patronage of St. Peter, the first Vicar of Christ, Bishop of Rome, and 
St. Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, the Chair of Unity Octave has flourished and grown. 
It is now observed in many parts of the world.
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Other Prayers
FOR CHURCH UNITY  Let us pray for heretics and schismatics, that our God 

and Lord rescue them from all  their  errors and deign to call  them back to their  holy 
mother, the Catholic and Apostolic Church.  Almighty everlasting God, who savest all 
men and willest that none should perish: look upon those souls who are led astray by the 
deceit of the devil,  so that hearts which have erred may abandon the evil of heresy and 
come back repentant to the unity of Thy truth.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 
who lives and reigns with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, forever and ever. 
Amen

Prayer for heretics and schismatics:  O Mary,  Mother of mercy and Refuge of 
sinners, we beseech thee,  be pleased to look with pitiful  eyes  upon poor heretics and 
schismatics.  Thou who are the Seat of Wisdom, enlighten the minds that are miserably 
enfolded in the darkness of ignorance and sin, that they may clearly know that the Holy 
Catholic Church is the one true Church of Jesus Christ, outside of which neither holiness 
nor salvation can be found.  Call them to the unity of the one fold, granting them the 
grace to accept all the truths of our holy Faith, and to submit themselves to the Supreme 
Roman Pontiff, the Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth; that so, being united with us in the 
sweet chains of divine charity,  there may soon be one only fold under the same one 
Shepherd; and may we all, O glorious Virgin, sing forever with exultation:  Rejoice, O 
Virgin Mary,  thou only hast destroyed all  heresies in the whole world.  Amen.   Hail 
Mary... (thrice) 

Let us Pray.  O God, in thy mercy thou dost set aright those who have gone astray 
and thou dost save those whom thou hast gathered together. We beseech thee to pour 
down upon  all  Christian  people  the  grace  of  union  with  thee,  so  that  putting  aside 
disunion and attaching themselves to the true shepherd of thy Church, they may be able 
to serve thee humbly and lovingly. Through Christ our Lord. R. Amen.
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